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I 
 
n the House of Commons in September, I expressed deep disappointment at the Conservative government`s decision not 
to review the sale of Nortel`s wireless assets to international bidders.  I believe Canada`s government should not turn its 

back on home-grown companies like Research In Motion - which was also interested in Nortel`s wireless assets - and I`ve 
asked the government to stand up for the 600 proud RIM employees, who work at the Innovation Drive facility. 
 
I have also asked the government to review its refusal to commit stimulus funding to the four-pad rink planned for Bedford.  
The need for a new facility of this calibre is undeniable, and it is my hope that the community can move forward and make 

this project a reality. 
 
As the Liberal Critic for Natural Resources, I`ve been busy meeting with stakeholders from Canadaõs mining,  
forestry and energy industries. They`ve highlighted the challenges and opportunities facing these vital sectors of our economy, 
and I`ve been reminded of the importance of natural resources in Canada and here in Nova Scotia. 
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In August, I visited with Research in Motion`s Jim Balsillie 

at his office.  We discussed the future of their local 

operations and I thanked him for RIM`s commitment to our 

community. 
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In Halifax West, people continue to share their concerns with me 
about the things that matter to them ð fundamental issues that strike 
close to home. Families of cancer patients are worried by the lack of 
action on the medical isotope shortage; parents need more support 
to provide adequate child care; and citizens from all walks of life are 
demanding that the government put an effective H1N1 strategy in 
place and put greater emphasis on job creation. 
  
It is my privilege to be Halifax Westõs voice in Parliament, and I will 
continue to listen to your concerns so that I can best represent you. I 
look forward to seeing you at events around the riding, or at my 
regular òLetõs Talkó meetings.  
 
Please donõt hesitate to contact me to make your views known, or if 
you require assistance from my office. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

                          Geoff Regan ðPrivate 

Membersô Bill 
 

Bill C - 424, An Act to amend the Youth 

Criminal Justice Act (protection of the 
public).  

 
This bill strives to fully implement all the  
federal recommendations stemming from the 

Nunn commission in Nova Scotia. It is in  
response to the tragic death of a Nova Scotia 
teaching assistant, Theresa McEvoy, who was 

killed in 2004 in a car crash by a repeat young 
offender. It encompasses all of the Nunn  

recommendations, including those that were  
ignored by the Conservative government.  
 

This enactment amends the Youth Criminal  
Justice Act  to:  

(a) specify that the protection of the public is the 
primary goal of that Act;  
(b) repeal the presumption in subsection 29(2) 

that detention is unnecessary;  
(c) amend paragraph 31(5)( a) so that when the 

designated responsible person is relieved of his 
or her obligations, some of the young personôs 
obligations may nevertheless remain in effect;  

(d) amend subsection 31(6) so that the young 
person may be detained in custody; and  

(e) remove the time limit for a young person to 
attend a non - residential program.  

 

 
                              

Geoff Regan ðPrivate  

 Membersô Bill 
 

Bill C - 430, An Act  
respecting a day to increase public 

awareness about epilepsy.  
 
This bill declares March 26 Purple Day,  in  

recognition of epilepsy awareness.  
 

Purple Day was founded in 2008 by nine -year -
old Cassidy Megan, who lives in Halifax West.  
 

Purple Day is a grassroots effort dedicated to  
increasing awareness about epilepsy worldwide. 

Epilepsy affects over 50 million people world-
wide. That is more than multiple sclerosis,  
cerebral palsy, muscular dystrophy and  

Parkinson's disease combined.  
 

On March 26, people from around the globe,  
including members of the House of Commons, 

wore purple to spread the word about epilepsy.  
 
This bill enshrines March 26 in law as the day 

each year when we Canadians wear purple to 
raise awareness of epilepsy.  
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Prolonged cancer testing crisis puts the lives of more Canadians at risk  
 
OTTAWA -  The Harper government's admission that their cancer testing crisis will last until at least the end 
of 2009 has Liberal MPs demanding actions that put the health of Canadians first.  

 
"The Harper government has abdicated their responsibility for safeguarding the lives of Canadians," said 

Geoff Regan, Liberal Natural Resources Critic. "The Prime Minister's brazen declaration that Canada is out 
of the medical isotope business and failure to plan past Chalk River has left cancer and cardiac patients in 
the lurch."  

  
Conservative Natural Resources Minister Lisa Raitt refused to acknowledge the possibility that the National 

Research Reactor at Chalk River, Ontario could be out of service beyond the original three -month shut-
down.  Doctors are running out of options as the prolonged shortage reaches an unprecedented two - thirds 
shortage of world capacity, with Holland preparing a planned shutdown of their own medical isotope reactor 

in the coming weeks.  
 

"We're sick of getting the run -around from this government while cancer and cardiac patients compromised 
by isotope shortages get sicker," said Liberal Health Critic Dr. Carolyn Bennett. "No more obfuscation about 
outdated medical techniques. No more pretending other countries are sending more isotopes our way when 

they aren't. No more passing the problem off to the provinces. We are asking for federal leadership and  
demand to see their action plan now."  

 
Instead of acting to protect the health of Canadians, the government's only significant action to date has 
been to alienate strapped international suppliers by announcing the sale of AECL and exit from the isotope 

business, after shutting down the MAPLE isotope project at an advanced stage of completion.  
 

"The Conservatives made a mess of plan A without having a plan B," said Liberal Environment and Energy 
Critic David McGuinty. "Why won't they explore the viability of the MAPLE reactors? Have they convinced 

the Dutch to delay the shutdown of the Petten reactor? Have they signed new supply agreements to get 
patients the isotopes they need? We demand action from this government, not just more bad news."  
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Taxpayersô Ombudsman  
 

An independent, impartial officer 
who is appointed to look into  
complaints about the service  

provided by the Canada Revenue 
Agency (CRA).  

   

  1 - 866 - 586 - 3839  

Income Security Programs  

(OAS, CPP, GIS) 

1-800-277-9914 
 

Canada Revenue Agency 

1-800-959-8281 
 

Canada Child Tax Benefits  

1-800-387-1193 
 

Refund Inquiries  

1-800-959-1956 
 

GST Inquiries  

1-800-959-1953 
 

Employment Insurance  

1-800-206-7218 
 

Library and Archives Canada 

(Genealogy Service) 

1-866-578-7777 
 

Canadian Heritage  

1-866-811-0055 
 

Canadian Radio-Television and 

 Telecommunications Commission 

1-877-249-2782 
 

Citizenship and Immigration Canada  

1-888-242-2100 
 

Foreign Affairs Canada  

Consular Emergency Services and Information 

1-800-267-6788 
 

Health Canada  

1-866-225-0709 
 

Canadian Human Rights Commission  

1-888-214-1090 
 

Information on the Government of Canada  

1-800-O-Canada  
 

Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation  

1-800-668-2642 
 

Passport Canada  

1-800-567-6868 
 

Social Insurance Numbers  

1-800-206-7218 

 

 

Geoffõs òPolitical Speakó 

column   

appears every  

six weeks in the  

Bedford -Sackville 

Weekly News  

and the  

Halifax West -Clayton Park 

Weekly News  

 You can also read it on -line 

at  

www.geoffregan.ca  
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