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òUnless someone like you cares a whole 
awful lot, nothing is going to get better. 

It's not."  
ñ Dr. Seuss, from The Lorax 

BEDFORD STUDENTS TAKE CAUSE TO OTTAWA  

Educator Johnnetta Cole once said, òAn education 
that teaches you to understand something about the world has 
done only half of the assignment.  The other half is to teach 
you to do something about making the world a better place.ó 
 
I have always believed that my job as a Parliamentarian is not 
restricted to working on Parliament Hill.  It should also involve 
engaging my constituents, encouraging them to identify flaws 
in our government, and proposing solutions for me to bring to 
Ottawa.  Afterall, as Abraham Lincoln said, òdemocracy is gov-
ernment of the people, by the people, for the people.ó 
 
At the beginning of the month, I had the pleasure of hosting a 
group of students from Charles P. Allen (CPA) High School 

who came to Ottawa to 
pursue the other half of 
their education.  Led by 
teachers Janet Hattie and 
Jeff Hunter, a group of 
students from the CPA 
Learning Centre travelled 
to Ottawa to do something 

about a flaw they identified in the education system. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In June, thousands of students will graduate from high schools 
across the country.  Most students will be filled with feelings of 
excitement and achievement, and perhaps a bit of anxiety  
about their plans for the fall.  However, for many special  

needs students, the future is less certain.  Following graduation 
at the age of 18, there are few opportunities available to this 
group of students, leading many of them to return to high 
school in the fall. 
 
While returning to high school may work for some students, 
often it is limiting for those students who have dreams of con-
tributing to the work force, enriching their lives with challeng-
ing and fulfilling work, or enhancing their education beyond 

high school.  The apparent gap, 
between the ages of 18 and 21, 
when government assisted pro-
grams begin, is restricting eager, 
energetic, and hopeful young peo-
ple from contributing to our soci-
ety and enhancing their lives. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I want to commend this group of students for taking the time 
to understand and identify a flaw in the system, and for bring-
ing it to my attention and the attention of so many others.  
Too often, we spend time learning about the world, and iden-
tifying flaws, but donõt take the action necessary to improve 
the situation for the future. 
 
I have been amazed by how passionate this group is, how en-
gaging they are and I believe their message is one everyone 
should hear. Afterall, these talented students raised over 
$25,000 to travel to Ottawa to raise awareness about an issue 
they care about.  Like the other groups mentioned inside this 
issue, they are a great inspiration for all of us to do better, and 
to be better citizens. 

ñThey are a great 

inspiration for all of us 

to do better, and to be 

better citizens.ò 
ñI have always believed that 

my job as a Parliamentarian is 

not restricted to working on 

Parliament Hill.ò 


